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VOCABULARYVOCABULARYVOCABULARYVOCABULARY 
Big Ideas in Beginning Reading 

Vocabulary is the knowledge of word meanings, including oral and written words. 

A strong vocabulary improves comprehension since readers can understand 
more of what they read. Learning, as a language-based activity, is fundamentally 
and profoundly dependent on vocabulary knowledge. 
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Vocabulary should be taught both directly and indirectly 

The contents of this infographic were originally developed under a grant to the National 
Center on Improving Literacy from the Department of Education (Award #: S283D160003 
and H283D210004). However, those contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the 
Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal 
Government. 
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